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•  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  •  

 
Jason Smith took attendance, Jim Useldinger welcomed the group. 
 
Only two significant agenda items for this meeting.  First is the review of the Special Protection 
System at Hitchland and the second is a review of the materials provided by SPP compliance 
regarding Criteria. 
 
SPS at Hitchland 
Kyle McMenamin agreed to provide a brief overview of the Hitchland substation SPS.  This was 
put in when the Finney to Potter line was tapped a few years ago for the addition of a wind farm.  
When the new Hitchland to Potter line tripped, if the wind farm was generating, this caused 
overload issues on the Sunflower Electric Cooperative system at Finney.  So, the parties agreed 
upon the SPS where upon trip of the Hitchland to Potter line, the wind farm at Hitchland would 
also be tripped.  This involved breakers 1R25, 1R30, and 1R15 at Hitchland.  Hitchland was a 
ring bus when it was initially constructed. 
 
Recently a couple transformers have been placed at Hitchland connecting the 345, 230, and 
115kV systems together there.   The new work at Hitchland has resulted in the original ring bus 
being expanded to a breaker-and-half configuration.  For the SPS to work properly, an additional 
breaker must be added to the SPS scheme:  1R10. 
 
Xcel wasn’t sure this situation warranted a change to the functional design of the SPS, but 
decided to bring this up to the working groups to review anyway. 
 
It was discussed that this SPS had already been approved at TWG and SPCWG prior to ORWG 
getting it at this meeting. 
 
Several design questions were asked concerning redundancy of the communications.  The 
questions were answered to the satisfaction of the requestor. 
 
Paul Lampe motioned to accept the SPS modifications as proposed.  Anthony Due seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOPC Criteria Review 
MOPC had instructed SPP staff previously to review Criteria to see if any could be deleted, 
moved to other documents, or edited.  Staff completed its initial review and has assigned different 
sections of Criteria to different working groups.  ORWG received its allocation in the materials for 
this meeting.  Jason suggested rather than going through those all in the group, that we send out 
a survey to the group members with each section similar to how NERC requests comments on 
draft standards.  Jason accepts this action item. 
 
There was no further business so the meeting was adjourned. 
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